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So you’ve found a baby bird... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does it have feathers? 

NESTLING FLEDGLING 

YES NO 

Take to your local vet as a 

matter of urgency. Vets have a 

duty of care to see wildlife.  

IF unwilling you can call the 

RSPCA for advice to find a 

local wildlife sanctuary 

Can you see a DEAD adult 

(parent) nearby? 

Is it sick or injured? 

Is it in danger? 

Move to a safe place 

(not too far away) 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Leave it alone for a couple of 

hours and monitor does a 

parent bird return? 

NO 

Excellent,  

You need do no more.  

Leave it alone 

Catch bird and 

confine in a 

cardboard box.  Add 

holes for ventilation 

NO 

Two adult birds 

found dead nearby 

One adult bird 

found dead nearby 

No adult bird 

returning 

YES 

YES 

The chart above is for garden birds such as sparrows, blackbirds, pigeons and robins etc. If you have found a 

baby GULL please see our “So you’ve found a baby gull” or check our website for further instructions.  

Birds of prey require specialist attention, and while we may be able to help, we may direct you to 

somewhere more appropriate. The same can be said for waterfowl, but we can advise you on this.  


